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SUBJECT: Maurice Hyman HALPERIN 


1. Maurice Hyman HALPERIN, a summary of whose 
background and activities appears as Attachment A, on 
15 July 1957 made reservations through the "Mundus Tours"! 
in Mexico for “four engineers" on KLM flight #652 leaving 
Mexico for Amsterdam at midnight on 20 July 1987. On the 
afternoon of 19 July 1957, the individual in the tourist agency 
with whom HALPERIN had made the original reservations 
advised KLM that three of the persons who would travel on 
the above reservations were Alfred K. STERN, Martha STERN, 
and Robert STERN, The fourth reservation was cancelied. 
The STERNe had previously obtained fraudulent Paraguayan 
passports, alleging that they wore citizens of that country. 
These pessporte have been declared yvold by the Government of 
Paraguay. We do not know what part, if any, HALPERIN 
played in obtaining the passports, but we do know that he was 
ao intimately associated with the STERNe and their affairs that 
it would be surprising if he were not involved in the passport 
deal, Martha Dedd STERN and Alfred K. STERN were indicted 
by a Federal Grand Jury in the Southern District of New York 
on 3 September 1957 on a charge of conspiring te obtain and 
tranemit to the USSR information relating to the national defense 
of the United States. The STERNs continued directly behind the 
Iron Curtain, where they have remained. 


2. Conelderable publicity reaulted from this escape of 
the STERNe. Thie publicity aleo involved a number of 
American Communists then residing in Mexico. The attached 
clippings (Attachment C) Het Maurice HALF ERIN in this group. 


3. In September 1958 the Mexican Government started 
deporting American Cormmunists. According to the press, 
armong those listed for deportation was Maurice HALPERIN. 
HALPERIN applied for a U.S. passport on 26 July 1958. He 
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and his wife obtained thair paseports st the American Ercbassy 
on 26 August 1958 end departed Mexico on 13 October 1958. 
They went behind the Iron Curtain and are residing in Moscow. 
Cur letest information indicates that HALPERIN is working for 
the Seviet Governmuent and tz alee in the process of writing a 

- book. 


Attachments: 7 
A « Sununary of HALP EREN's background 
and activities . a 
B - Newspaper stories regarding HAL? ERIN's 
dismissal from Boston University. 
© + Newspaper stories regarding activities of 
American Communists in Mexico. 
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SUBJECT: Maurice Hyman HALPERIN 


i. Mawrles HALPERIN received a Bachelor of Acts 
degree from Narvard University, Carnbridge. Massachasetts. 
in 1926 in the Held of Romance Languages, and a Master of Acts 
dagree from ths Unterraity of Chlahoma, Norman, Cklahema. in 
1925, alae in the Geld of Romance Languages. In 1931 be received 
a Docter of Philosophy dagres in the field of Comparative Literature 
from the University of Paris, Faris, France. Karty in hie career 
HALPERIN developed an. intensive intersst tn the civilisation of 
Mexico. Prior to $41 he made ten tripe to Mexico and spent the 
equivalent of two yeara in that country. 


+, HALPERIN wae a profesror at the University of Oxis- 

heosa from 1931 to 1941. From 1941 te 1945 he was ernplayed with 
the Coordinator of Information (COU) and the Office of Strategic 
Services (O65) where he wae assigned te the Latin American 
Latin American Section of the Research and Annlysie Unit of CSS 
was transferred to the Department of State ugder Executive Order 
No. 9, 622, dated 20 September 1645. HALPERIN, we Chief of 
this Unit, wae alec transferred to the Department of State. On 

31 May 1946 he resigned from the Department of State due to Bi 
health, In June 1946 he chteined employment in New York City 
with the American-Jewish Conference, handling minority groups 
and acting a¢ a Halvon official between that organisation and tha 
United Nations at Lake Succesa, New York. In the summer of 
1949, HALPERIN made a trip to South America and in the fall of 
1949 he became head of the Latin American Regional Students 
Section at Boston University, College of Liberal Arte, Boeten, 
Massachusetts, He wan net officially diamtaved from this position 
untll 6 January 1954; however, he went to Mexice on 28 November 
1953 where he rersaiaed wil Cotober 1930. 
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3. 3 194] the Giklahome State Legislative Committes 
investigating subversive activities in the Mate of Oktahoma 
learned that MALPERIN had been a member of a group of 
individuals who traveled te Cubs in 1938 in what was described _ 
as a Comrmuuist-inepired ‘Commission of Investigation of 
Conditions in Cuba” arranged by Communist leaders and epoa- 
sured by front organizations. Upon landing in Cuba, the oe 
tion was arrested by the Cuban authorities and expelled after 
one day of caafinement on the ground that # was a subversive 
group and may have plamed an uprising of some mature. The 
State Lagielative Committee sleo learned that in 1940 HALF ERIN 
had cashed a check for $436.61 drawn on the Bank of Foreign 
Trade, Moscow, USGRK; that he associnted with individuals of 
known leftist tendencies; that he had aubmitted articles to the 

“New Maasen" and the “New Republic"; aad that he hed been a 
member of the fo. : “regarded by the Commitics 
ae leftiet: Civil Lihextion Commuiites , pn s Federation of 
Teachers, snl Oidahoma Federation of Conetitutional 


4. On the basie of ite findings, the Chlahoma State 
Legislative Gommmittes recoramended that MALP erin be dia - 
miseed from his poaition at the Univeraity of Okisher: 
HALPERIN vase eubsequently discharged from the University om 
& September [$i, at which thas he war on sabbatical leave. 
However, he wae reinetated on 11 Febraary 1942 and his sab- 
betical leave continued for the fecal year onding 1 July 1942. tt 
has hem reported that this reinstatement wae brought about by 
protesta made by the Aesociation te Univeraity Profesaors and 
that HALPERIN was reinstated without prejudice with the wuler- 
standing that he would resign at the termination of he schbatica? 
ao sustains ; 
efforts ta fiend other exuployme 


5. Aithough the above information wag known to apero- 
priate officiale of COL/OSS, & wae felt at the time that the 
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explanations gives by him in regard to his rip to Cuba and the 
check drawn on the Moscow Bank of Foreign Trade “exonerated” 
him. 


&, In November 1945 Elizabeth Terril BENTLEY, an 
admitted former espionage courier, stated that ghe had become 
acqueinged with HALPERIN in the letter part of 1942 through 
arrangements made by Jacob GOLOS, a known Soviet eapionage 
agent whe died on 27 November 1943. She further stated that 
HALE ERIN supplied GOLOS with information to which he had 
access in his office. including mimeographed bulletins and 
reports prepared by O86 on a wariety of topics and ERCerprs 
from State Department cables to which he had acces. References 
to BENTLEY's contact with HALPERIN while he was employed 
by OSS are contained in BENTLEY's book "Out of Bondage” on 


7. On 26 November 1953 HALPERIN wae suspended 
without pay from his position of Ageociate Professor of the Latin 
Arnerican Regional Students Section at Boston University. Coblegs 
of Liberal Arts, after he refused on constitutional grounds to tell 
the U.S. Senate Internal Security Subcommittee whether he was 
ever » member of the Gormmunist Party. Thia action wae taken 
oe & result of public disciosures on television of a letter from 
Mr. J. mdgar HOOVER to Mr. Harry H. VAUGHN dated 
& November 1945 and declassified on 16 Nove sber 1953 in which 
Mr. HOOVER stated that as a result of investigative aperations » 
information had recently peen developed from ® highly confidential 


Soviet Government. The lettex Unked HALP SRIN with Harry 
Dexter WHITE, Dr. Gregory SILVERMASTER, and other govern~ 
ment officials then guapected of eaplonage- HALPERIN had been 


turn were furnishing the information to eaplonage agente of the 


: 
pproved For Release 2001/03/07 : CIA-RDP91-00965R000500120028-3 


Approved For Release 2001/03/07 : CIA-RDP91-00965R000500120028-3 


suspended previously by Boston University in March 1953 for 
refusing to anewer questiona of a Senate Internal Security Sub- 
cornmittee hearing in Boston, but was reinstated after being 
reprimanded and severely censured. Copies of newspaper 
articles relating to HALPERIN's dismissal from Boston Univer+ 
sity are attached, as Attachment 5. It will be noted that according 
to these articles HALPERIN and hie family left their home in 
Massachusetts in the middie of the alght without informing officials 
of Boston University of his departure. He wae officially dtemissed 
from the University on & January 1954. 


8. After his arrival in Mexice, HALPERIN became a 
member of the American Communist Group in Mexico (ACGM) 
and was associated closely with Alfred K. STERN and his wife, 
Martha Dodd STERN, who had arrived in Mexico on § July 1953. 
Following the arrest of the Soviet agenta, Jack SOBLE and hie 
wife, Myra SOBLE, and Jacob ALBAM on 25 January 1957, it 
was disclosed that the STERNs had been implicated in Soviet 
espionage activity with Jack SOBLE. On 26 July 1957 the STERNe 
fled from Mexico to Caechoslovakia ovtensibly te avoid being 
extradited to the United States to testify before a Special Grand 
Jury in regard to their association with Jack SOBLE and the 
“double agent" Borie MORROS utilised by the FBI in the Jack 
SCBLE cane. An investigation of the way in which the STERNs 
had been able to leave Mexice clandestinaly disclosed that their 
airplane reservations had been obtained for them by HALPERIN 

w ithout discloaing to the airlines that they were to be used by the 
STERNe until the day before their departure. HALPERIN wag 
very closely associated with the STERNs throughout this period 
and was intimately involved in their plans for escape. 


9. The public disclosure of the assistance HALF ERIN 
rendered the STERNs at the time of their flight from Mexico 
resulted in the dismiseal of HALPERIN and hie wife, Edith 
HALPERIN, irom positions in Mexico City in which they were 
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employed. Up to that tinie, Edith HALPERIN had been employed 
as a teacher by the American School Foundation, and HALPERIN 
had been employed by the Mexican Government in La Financiera 
Nacional, 5.A., and at the National School of Political and Social 
Sciences of the University of Mexico. In addition, an ice cream 
company by the name of Cia Mistram S. A., in which HALPERIN 
and Noah SEBORER had held stock was Hquidated by them in the 
summer of 1957. Noah SEBORER was a member of the ACGOM 
with HALPERIN. 


10. After the decision of the Supreme Court in the Kent 
and Dayton cases, HALPERIN conferred with his attorney and on 
his attorney's advice flled an application for a passport with the 
American Embasay in Mexico on 26 July 1958 (presumably his 
wife did also}, and he and his wife were isaued pasaporte on 
26 August 1958. 


11. Ia August and September 1958, newspapers in the 
United States carried several articles about the American Corn- 
munists in Mexice ad the efforts being made by the Mexican 
Government to have them deported. (Copies of some of these 
articles are attached as Attachment C.) HALPERIN's name was 
among those mentioned by the press. When HALPERIN cammenced 
making plans to leave Mexico he obtained airplane reservations in 
the name of another person in the same manner he had used when 
obtaining airplane reservations for the STERNs. The HALPERING 
finally departed from Mexico on 13 October 1958. At the time of 
his departure, the Government of Mexico had his case for depor- 
tation under consideration. 


lz. We received information ahortly after HALPERIN's 
departure fram Mexico that he was employed in Moscow by the 
USSR. This was confirmed on 15 July 1960 when the HALPERIN's 
appeared at the American Embassy in Moscow and presented 
their U. S. passporte for renewal. HALPERIN stated that he 
had been in the USSR since December 1958 and that he is employed 
by the USSR Academy of Sciences where he is doing research in 
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the foreign fleld, specifically, relating to undeveloped countries. 
it will be recalled that HALPERIN ia something of an authority 
on Latin American affairs. Our information indicates that this 
probably is the field in which he is working at the present time. 
The Soviet Academy of Sciences is directly subordinate to the 
Council of Ministers. 


6 
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SUBJECT; (Optional) 


TO: (Officer designation, room number, and DATE 
building) _ ; COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom 
Ree aes Ato whom. Draw a line across column after each comment.) 


